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Land and Resource Grabbing in Pakistan 

Asia has remained hub of poverty despite its rich natural resources.  Around 900 million people in 
Asia survive on less than US$1 per day. Asia’s poverty is both urban and rural. In cities, slum dwellers 
continue to lack the most basic sanitation facilities and live in absolute poverty. In rural areas, small 
farmers and landless agrarian workers exist in a fragile situation where they are forced to sacrifice 
long-term sustainability for short-term survival, overexploiting farmland, pastures, and forests.  

Both urban and rural poverty are exacerbated by a land and resource grab by the richest sections of 
society. The state and its institutions are fully involved in the process. Large-scale agro-business is a 
major contributor to the land grab as well as larger environmental degradation. Pakistan is not an 
exception.  

Expanding our Definition of Natural Resources 

The World Bank defines natural resources as “materials that occur in nature and are essential or 
useful to humans, such as water, air, land, forests, fish and wildlife, topsoil, and minerals.” These 
resources can be classified as renewable or nonrenewable. In most cases, renewable resources such 
as farmland, forests, and water can be replenished over time by natural processes and—if not 
overused—are indefinitely sustainable. Nonrenewable resources such as diamonds, minerals, and oil 
are finite resources. A nation’s access to natural resources often determines its wealth and status in 
the world economic system. Agriculture is generally not thought of as a natural resource. However, 
the ability to cultivate depends on natural resources such as water and land. 

Natural resources are an integral part of society, as sources of income, industry, and identity. 
Developing countries tend to be more dependent on natural resources as their primary source of 
income, and many individuals depend on these resources for their livelihoods. It is estimated that 
half of the world’s population remains directly tied to local natural resources; many rural 
communities depend upon agriculture, fisheries, minerals, and timber as their main sources of 
income.  

Despite the rich natural resources in South Asia, working people have seen their livelihoods worsen. 
Many women and children still walk several hours a day just to find water. Often access to natural 
resources is a source of conflict or, much more frequently, are used to fuel a conflict. Paul Collier, an 
expert on the economics of civil war, estimates that close to fifty armed conflicts active in 2001 had 
a strong link to natural resource exploitation, in which either licit or illicit exploitation helped to 
trigger, intensify, or sustain violence. In Pakistan, for example, violent protests have broken out over 
the distribution of water.  

Land is another natural resource that is considered central to a natural resource grab. Within three 
months of coming into power, the Pakistan Tehreek Insaaf government of Pakistan in 2018 have 
started a wholesale campaign on the name of actions against “land mafia and encroachment.” The 
main victims of the ‘land reclamation’ campaign is small traders, street venders and low paid 



workers. This land grab has caused a loss of over 100,000 workers in the month of November alone 
after 10,000 shops in Karachi and Lahore have been demolished.  

The story is the same everywhere in Pakistan. The fundamental rights of small landowners and 
tenants are not protected. Policy makers are not concerned about the effects of putting thousands 
of low-income families out of work. Similarly, hundreds of thousands of peasants have been pushed 
out of agricultural land by property tycoons, who have built housing societies on previously 
agricultural land.  

The tragedy is that the Pakistani state has never challenged land grabbers. However, when it takes 
action to curb the ‘land mafia,’ the victims are always the most down trodden section of the society.  

Introducing Pakistan 

Pakistan, officially the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, located in South Asia has 650 miles of coastline 
on the Arabian Sea and Gulf of Oman. The West is bordered by Afghanistan and Iran. India is to the 
East and China in the far Northeast. The country is strategically located between South Asia, Central 
Asia, and the Middle East.  

Pakistan has a number of valuable natural resources, including land. Other natural resources include 
an extensive natural gas supply, some oil, hydro power potential, coal (although not high quality), 
iron ore, copper, salt, and limestone. Agricultural products are wheat, cotton, rice, sugarcane, eggs, 
fruit, vegetables, milk, beef, and mutton. Primary industry includes textiles, food processing, 
pharmaceuticals, construction materials, shrimp, fertilizer, and paper products. Major exports are 
textiles, rice, leather goods, sports goods, carpets, rugs, and chemicals. Pakistan imports petroleum, 
machinery, plastic, edible oil, iron, steel, tea, and paper. 

Pakistan’s coal reserves are estimated at 175 billion tons. This would equate to 618 billion barrels of 
crude oil.  Natural gas production is at a high level in Pakistan. Estimated reserves are 885.3 billion 
cubic meters. Gas fields are expected to last for another 20 years. The Sui gas field is the largest, 
accounting for 26% of Pakistan’s gas production. Daily production is 19 million cubic meters a day. 
Under the barren mountains of Balochistan and the sands of Sindh, there are untouched oil and gas 
reserves. 

Forests are limited to 4% of Pakistan’s land; nonetheless the forests are a main source of food, 
timber, paper, fuel wood, latex, and medicine. The forests are also used for wildlife conversation and 
ecotourism. Pakistan has large gold/copper ore deposits at Saindak. There are large deposits of rock 
salt in the Pothohar Plateau. Pakistan’s mineral resources include reserves of gypsum, limestone, 
chromites, iron ore, rock salt, silver, precious stones, gems, marbles, tiles, sulfur, fire clay, and silica 
sand. 

About 28% of Pakistan’s total land area is under cultivation. Pakistan boasts one of the largest 
irrigation systems in the world. The fertile lands of Punjab are considered ready to feed a population 
twice that of current Pakistan. 



Pakistan has a long history of exporting small amounts of uranium. In 2006 Pakistan produced about 
45 tons of uranium. 

The fishing industry plays a role in the national economy of Pakistan. The coastline is 814km and 
fishery resources still have room to grow. Fishing in Pakistan is a major source of export. 

Pakistan’s human resources include a population of young people and a burgeoning urban middle 
class.  

Most of the land and natural resources are in the ownership of few families. Those in power are 
known to orchestrate natural resource grabs, including fertile land and forests.  

The Land Grab in Pakistan 

Land is a source of life. Possession of land means access to many other resources, such as minerals, 
timber, and animals, and land therefore often holds a high economic value. In addition, communities 
often have strong emotional and symbolic attachments to land and the resources on it.  It is easy to 
see why competition for control of valuable land, including issues of government authority and 
regulation, can cause or sustain conflict. Historically, many wars have been fought over control of 
land. 

The land grab has become of the major challenge to all the small farmers and peasants in Pakistan. 
The majority of food in Pakistan is still produced by small scale farmers, but the global rush for 
farmland is pushing these farmers onto smaller and smaller plots of land – threatening both rural 
livelihoods and overall food sovereignty. This paper will expose how the Pakistan has opened the 
door to a vast corporate takeover of fertile farmland and new version of land grab by the 
multinational companies and the governments. China is one such new player. It has taken keen 
interest in agriculture in 2018. Chinas’ Sinochem Group Co, has shown keen interests in chemicals 
and other agriculture-related services. It has already conducted field trials of hybrid wheat varieties 
and boasted that it can help achieve an average of 24.4 percent increase in crop yields. 

The majority of Pakistan's population – as much as 70 percent – relies on agriculture. For decades 
now, they have been subjected to a capitalist, neoliberal model of agriculture that has failed to either 
benefit farmers or strengthen the food supply – as demonstrated by the global food crisis. The 
corporate-model of agriculture has thrived at great cost to peasants, small farmers and indigenous 
peoples across Pakistan, whose land and labor has been targeted by greedy foreign interests and 
local elites. 

Being agricultural country, Pakistan also lacks in scientific, technological and human development as 
compared to its rich natural and human resources, which are “inheritantly” offered by feudal class 
to their neocolonial masters as previously their forefathers served. It should be noted that 65 percent 
agricultural land of Pakistan is under the control of only five percent of landholders, who also occupy 
the legislative and administrative institutions of the country.   



The Caricatured Feudalism in Pakistan 

Large swathes of Pakistan are in the stranglehold of caricatured feudalism. These feudal relations are 
increasingly penetrated by finance capital as it imposes itself on social relations, politics and the 
economy itself. It has made the lives of millions miserable, deepening and brutalizing class 
exploitation. Rampant inequality and poverty remain chronic issues as millions can still be considered 
bonded labour. Such a harrowing situation is revealed by the fact that only five per cent of 
agricultural households in Pakistan own nearly two-thirds of farmland. 

In the Indian subcontinent the system prevailing before the advent of the British was known as Asiatic 
Mode of Production, or as Karl Marx put it, “Asiatic despotism.” The land was not privately owned 
but a common ownership of agricultural land. In this sense it was egalitarian. Feudalism was imposed 
by British imperialists through the Permanent Settlements Act. “Classical” feudalism, as described 
within the European context, never existed. 

The Permanent Settlement Act was introduced first in Bengal and Bihar by the East India Company’s 
administrative head and later extended by Governor General, Lord Cornwallis over northern India in 
a series of regulations dated 1 May 1793. With it the British colonialists bestowed vast tracts of land 
mainly to the revenue collectors (zemindars) in order to raise land revenue. This grafted native 
Indians onto the British structure, insuring their loyalty to British authority. 

After partition, this feudal class, along with the comprador bourgeoisie, became Pakistan’s hybrid 
ruling class. In their failure to carry out a national democratic revolution as the European bourgeois 
did in the 18th and 19th centuries, Pakistan’s capitalists failed to abolish feudalism. Thus Pakistan 
was suspended in a hybrid model of feudal and capitalist relations. 

Over the last few decades a new form of feudalism emerged particularly during the periods of 
military dictatorship. With the help of the state machinery, the poor, small landholders are forced to 
hand over their land to a particular family for insignificant sums. New feudal owners like Jahangir 
Tareen of Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek Insaaf now own thousands of acres of land. He has become 
a typical Pakistani feudalist: a “well-educated” person who, with the help of military dictators, was 
able to buy sugar mills along with thousands of acres of land. It’s a vulgar combination of feudalism 
and capitalism. 

The landlords’ base of power over local people is takes place at every step. Debt bondage is passed 
down generation after generation and the landlord controls the distribution of water, fertilizers, 
tractor permits and agricultural credit. This in turn gives them influence over the revenue, police and 
judicial administration of local government and its officials. In recent times, particularly harsh 
feudalism has existed in rural Sindh, Baluchistan and some parts of Southern Punjab. It is a form of 
feudal slavery that continues to exist in 21st century Pakistan. 

The feudal system is not confined to the political arena. Land ownership links feudal lords to 
Pakistan’s various other patronage networks. Landlords, such as Shah Mahmood Qureshi, act as 



religious patron saints to thousands of peasant as their disciples, who loyally vote for their feudal 
lords in elections. 

The Pakistani army is also deeply entrenched in this hybrid economy. It is an important action 
particularly in the industry and services sector as well as in the parallel economy. However its elite 
layers are also part of the landed aristocracy, amassing vast landed estates. Army officers are 
bequeathed agricultural lands for serving in the army, and these are often rented out to larger 
landowners. In Punjab alone, 68000 acres of agriculture land is directly or indirectly occupied by the 
Military Farms administration. Any struggle for their rights by those tenants has been ferociously 
crushed by the state and its civilian administration. 

Land Reforms 

The major land reforms, came in three stages: the first during Ayub Khan's martial law in 1959; the 
second and third during Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto's rule in the 1970s. 

Ayub Khan's government passed the first major piece of legislation concerning land reforms in 
Pakistan. This legislation was the West Pakistan Land Reforms Regulation 1959 (Regulation 64 of 
1959). The salient features of this regulation included a ceiling on individual holdings. No one 
individual could own more than 500 acres of irrigated and 1,000 acres of unirrigated land or a 
maximum of 36,000 Produce Index Units (PIU), whichever was greater. It further allowed that land 
be redistributed amongst tenants and others. In addition, the regulation contained provisions which 
provided for some nominal security of tenants as well as for preventing the subdivision of land 
holdings. 

These land reforms stayed in force until 1972 and the next great wave of land reforms. Zulfiqar Ali 
Bhutto, despite being a major landowner himself, was determined to institute reforms. Seeing Ayub’s 
land reforms as inadequate, Bhutto was responsible for two major land reform regimes. The first was 
by way of a martial law regulation, the Land Reform Regulation 1972 by which the West Pakistan 
Land Reforms Regulation 1959 was repealed. 

Accordingly, no individual holdings were to be in excess of 150 acres of irrigated land or 300 of 
unirrigated land, or irrigated and unirrigated land the aggregate area of which exceeded 150 acres 
of irrigated land (one acre of irrigated land being reckoned as the equivalent of two acres of 
unirrigated land), or an area equivalent to 15,000 PIU of land, whichever was greater. The regulations 
also provided for excess land to be surrendered and utilized for the benefit of tenants shown to be 
in the process of cultivating it. This was sharp contrast of land ceiling by Ayub Khan which has put 
500 to 1000 acre of land.  

By 1977, the country had an elected parliament. It would be this body which passed the last major 
piece of legislation dealing with land reforms; the Law Reforms Act 1977 (Act II of 1977) and the only 
one ironically which came the way of a democratically elected legislature as opposed to a military 
junta. It did not repeal the 1972 regulations, but was designed to operate concurrently with the 
same. 



The most important and relevant change it made was that individual holdings, including shares in 
shamilat, if any, in excess of 100 acres of irrigated land or 200 acres of unirrigated land, or irrigated 
and unirrigated land the aggregate of which exceeded 100 acres of irrigated land (again, one acre of 
irrigated land being reckoned as equivalent to two acres of unirrigated land). Furthermore, 
notwithstanding the above, no land holding could be greater than an area equivalent to 8,000 PIU of 
land calculated on the basis of classification of soil as entered in the revenue records for the crop 
season kharif. 

The end of the Bhutto era also signaled the end of the era of statutory land reform in Pakistan. During 
military dictator Ziaul Haq's reign, the land reforms legislation began to be rendered toothless. The 
first in 1979 declared that where the provincial government had decided to lease out surrendered 
land, the person who surrendered it would have first priority, and the second allowed the federal 
government to exempt any educational institution or cooperative farming society from the operation 
of the 1977 act. 

It was alleged by opponents that they land reforms were un-Islamic and that they infringed on the 
right to own, use and enjoy property as protected by the constitution. Matters finally came to a head 
before the Supreme Court in the case of Qazalbash Waqf v Chief Land Commissioner in which both 
the 1972 regulations were attacked as being against Islamic injunctions and unconstitutional. The 
Supreme Court agreed. 

Of the 1972 regulations, the Supreme Court declared that paragraphs 7, 8, 9, 10, 13 and 14 and thus 
consequently 18 were unconstitutional as being against Islamic injunctions. The striking down of 
paragraphs 8 and 18 overturned the main reforms achieved. 

Similarly in the same case the Supreme Court overturned some more parts of the act as being 
unconstitutional and against Islamic injunctions. The striking down of sections 3 and 17 undid the 
main reforms promulgated in the act. The laws stated to be unconstitutional ceased to have effect 
on March 23, 1990 (the day the judgement was handed down). 

The net result of the Qazalbash Waqf v Chief Land Commissioner is that land reforms in Pakistan are 
now at the same level as they were in 1947, as the 1972 regulations and the 1977 act have seen their 
main provisions being struck down and the 1959 regulations have been repealed. 

Ayub Khan’s land reform failed to deliver after it was introduced in 1959. Similarly the landed 
aristocracy in connivance with bureaucracy avoided the execution of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s land 
reforms in 1972 and 1977. The idea of land reform was simple – take the land from the rich and 
distribute it amongst the poor free of cost. 

However the broad based Land Reform Act of 1977 was challenged by the Qazalbash Waqf. The case 
argued that that Islamic laws provide broad protection from expropriation if the owners’ property 
was acquired through legitimate means, and the Supreme Court of Pakistan agreed. A petition by 
Workers Party against this decision of the Shariat Appelate Court has been pending since 2012, but 
a hearing has yet to be set. 



When the military dictator Zia ul Haq came into power in 1977 with his Islamization agenda he fully 
used religious edicts in the interest of landlords and capitalists. After he took control, it was 
announced that no law in Pakistan may be repugnant to the Holy Quran and the Sunnah. Zia set up 
federal Shariat courts to serve the interests of Pakistan’s big property owners. Looking over the last 
seventy years, it is reasonable to conclude that state structures reinforce the power of landlords and 
capitalists and oppose an agrarian revolution. 

Small Farmers and Peasants 

Let’s look at some of the actual situation of small farmers and peasants. In 2017, agriculture 
contributed about 24% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Pakistan and accounted for half of 
employed labour force.  

While over 60% of the population consists of small farmers, peasants and landless peasants, there is 
not a single school or a training center for hands-on-job farmers. Extension Services that can educate 
and guide farmers with sound advice remain dormant. The knowledge gap is filled with the sales 
representatives of supply companies. Of course their advice is to urge farmers to buy inputs, driving 
them into greater debt while decreasing the quality of their produce and leading to greater 
environmental pollution. 

Pakistan’s underground water level dropped an average of over 80 feet in the past 20 years due 
excessive pumping. This has caused wastage and salinity in the soil, resulting in reducing the land’s 
fertility. Both the quality and quantity of agricultural production is declining. Industrial agriculture, 
introduced in late 1960s, uses inorganic materials and genetically modified seeds. 

Despite much opposition by peasant and civil society organisations (CSOs) and small farmers, the 
Senate of Pakistan approved the Seed (Amendment) Act in early 2016. According to the amendment, 
no unregistered person, whether farmers or institutions, will be allowed to stock, sell or exchange 
any seeds without official permission. It is a punishable crime with prescribed fines and 
imprisonment. 

This is in contrast to the 1976 Seed Act, which was farmer-friendly. The earlier act made citizens 
sovereign over their seeds and placed responsibility for seed development registration on the public 
sector alone. In contrast, the present Seed Act allows multinational corporations to produce basic 
seeds for its multiplication and certification. Further the corporations are now in charge of accredited 
seed testing laboratories, thus the life line of small peasantry has been put in hands of the 
multinationals companies.  

Industrial agriculture interrupts essential natural processes that sustain soil fertility. Instead of 
supplementing natural ecosystem dynamics, this kind of agriculture substitutes its inputs of energy 
and chemicals that disrupt and/or displace biological processes. 

Agricultural productivity depends fundamentally on the sustained fertility of soil systems and on the 
sufficiency of productive resources – land, water, labour, and capital. However, there are no 



mechanisms for helping the small farmers and peasants. They are the real losers at the hands of the 
corporate seed and fertilizer companies. 

The situation of rural labourers is graver than for the peasantry. More than 80% of rural workers do 
not own their homes; they live under the age-old semi feudal system, which does not grant them 
right to shelter. Therefore all human settlements that are located on state land held by any civil and 
non-civil government departments or institutions remain unregistered.  

The Rural Population and Neo-liberalism 

Rural population in Pakistan merely relying the agriculture sector, and the majority of this peasantry 
is landless.  Unequal landownership patterns in Pakistan has spread out the  miseries of poverty, food 
insecurity, poor health facilities, illiteracy and even the gender injustices within societies as well 
family level. Rural agrarian masses already plagued in in a socio-economic crisis driven by powerful 
elite – feudal class structures got further trap in the imperials’ quagmire of the Green Revolution 
agriculture policy since the 1960s. The policy was aimed to address the question of rural economic 
progress. Its result was to increase economic viability of agro-industrial and feudal elites, at the same 
trapping the small farmers and tenants into debts and unemployment at the face of mechanized 
farming and market dependency.    

Obliging imperials neoliberal policies in Pakistan, maneuvering in local laws is one of the easy tasks 
that the elite feudal, bureaucrats and military accomplished since the independence of the country 
in 1947. They privatized public entities against massive kickback commissions; rental power case is 
one the notorious deal during the period of (PPP) second regime. Thousands of the employees’ are 
deregularised from Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC) and Pakistan Telecommunication 
Corporation Limited (PTCL) is the ample example that how rushed are our rulers’ in accomplishing 
the neoliberal agendas. Every successive government of Pakistan had blindly welcomed the policies 
of neoliberal institutions, and opened the country doors for investment through the promulgation of 
laws such as Green Revolution Policy, Corporate Farming Ordinance-2004, Seed Act Amendment Bill- 
2014, etc.  

The second neoliberal attack that promoted the hunger, poverty, unemployment and landlessness 
was during the regime of another military dictator General Pervez Musharaf (1999-2009) through 
the promulgation of Corporate Farming Ordinance 2001 later on approved by cabinet in 2004 with 
the identification of availability of vast agricultural land pockets for foreign companies. This attack 
could not go very far as there was mass resistance to these initiatives in several parts of Pakistan. 

According to Pakistan Board of Investment, there is 22.45 million hectares under cultivation area 
available for foreign investors, of which 16.5 million hectares is only in Punjab.  

The present PTI government, from its first days in power (August 2018), has publically boasting to 
privatize all the major institutions. The neoliberal agenda will be enforced more powerfully during 
the period of this present government. They have started negotiating with IMF for a US $12 billion 



loan. The IMF as usual pushing for more privatization and tax increase, withdrawal of subsidies 
mainly to farmers and no wage increase.  

The PTI government, while setting its five-year privatization agenda, planned to privatise some well-
established firms with good profits and robust performance in oil and gas and power sector. It also 
announced names of firm in aviation, banking and insurance sectors. 

Privatization of those entities would be done under the “strategic sale”. Strategic sale is a form of 
privatization under which the management controls and a significant portion of a state owned 
enterprise SOE’s share goes to a private sector strategic partner. 

Land and Resource Grabbing in Historical Perspective  

In historical perspective, as part of Indus valley civilization, the soil of Pakistan was invaded massively 
several times by the foreign invaders from 1500 BC to 1857 AD due to its fertile lands and fresh water 
resources, most of invasions were only for looting purposes and some for the major and long-run 
occupation mentioned bellow: 

No Invasions Period Main Purposes 

1 Aryan  1500BC Migration for food and inhabiting 

2 Achaemenid   518BC Migration, inhabiting, trade and trade routes India-Iran 

3 Greek  326BC Expansion of kingdom and trade routes Asia to Eroupe 

4 Huna 500 to 600AD Migration for food and inhabiting 

5 Arab 712AD Expansion in kingdom and clear sea trade routes 

6 Gharid 1194AD Foundation of Muslim kingdom. Migration, inhabiting 

7 Mughal 1526AD Foundation of Mughal Kingdom, Migration. Inhabiting 

8 British 1757AD Trade, Colonization, Raw materials, minerals, cheap labour 

The above mentioned invasions created a lot of socio, political and economic impacts on the reign. 
Aryan invasion resulted in change of culture, religion and ended up the Bronze Age and start the Iron 
Age in India. Achaemenid invasion resulted in the development of trade route India to Central Asia, 
that trade route was known as the Silk route.   

Alexander’s invasion opened up the land routes between the Greek world in the West and the Indian 
sub-continent. It is said that the Greeks opened as many as five different lines of communication 
between India and the West during the course of his campaigns. Of those, four routes were on land 
and one by sea. Indian philosophy was enriched with European philosophy.  

The Hun invasions lead in changes in political and social life of northern India. Unified Gupta Empire 
was broken up and new kingdoms sprang up in Northern and Western India. The mixture of the 



foreigners with the Hindu society was the social effect of the Hun invasions. Some of Rajput clans 
have a trace of White Hun blood. All living traditions of the early dynasties like the Mauryas, Kushanas 
and Guptas had been lost because of the Hun invasions. 

Arab Invasion in India was the very first foreign attack in Indian history made by the sea on Sindh 
now is the part of Eastern Pakistan. These Arab attacked introduced India with the sea trade, Central 
system of government (khalafit) and Arab ‘tib’ (medicines). They also opened the doors of India for 
the Muslim rulers of Afghanistan and Central Asia. 

Sultan Shahabudin Ghari was the first successful invader form Ghorid dynasty of Afghanistan/Central 
Asia. He conquered the Northern parts of India including Lahore and Delhi and founded the first 
Muslim kingdom in subcontinent. The kingdom continued living from 1206 to 1526 AD. 

Mughal Empire was founded by Zaheer u Din Babar in 1526 after the defeat of King of Delhi Sikander 
Lodhi. The empire ended in 1857 after the famous mutiny by ordinary Muslim British army men and 
the defeat of last Mughal king Bahadar Shah Zafar by the East India Company.  

During Mughal era, India experienced the concept of central state, police, regular army, art, religious 
harmony, post office, state welfare role of state and the most important the land revenue system. 
The system of land measurement made and developed. 

The Revenue administration under the first two Mughal rulers—Babur and Humayun—continued to 
operate as it was under the Sultans of Delhi. Babur was so much engrossed in the various wars during 
his four years of rule that he could hardly get any time to devote to the revenue affairs. 

Humayun, his successor, also found himself in trouble soon after his accession to the throne and had 
to spend most of his life in exile. Accordingly, he also did not get any chance to improve the revenue 
administration. 

It was Sher Shah Suri, who intervened between Humayun and Akbar, who provided an excellent land 
revenue system. He has acquired good knowledge of the working of the revenue system as jagirdar 
of Sehsram, Khawaspur and Tanda. When he became the emperor of India, he tried to introduce this 
system on a large scale. First of all he ordered the measurement of the lands according to a uniform 
standard. 

The cultivable land was divided into three categories—good, middling and bad. The average of these 
three was taken to determine the produce of the land per bigha. State’s share was fixed at one-third 
of the gross produce. This could be paid both in cash and kind, although the former was preferred. 

Sher Shah paid great attention to the welfare of the peasants and therefore reduced or remitted the 
revenue in times of calamities. He had issued specific instructions to the revenue officers to be 
lenient at the time of the assessment but once the assessment had been made the tax was to be 
collected with severity. 

The Sultan kept an eye on their conduct so that they may not exploit or tyrannies the peasants. Sher 
Shah gave severe punishments to the soldiers if they destroyed the crops. Thus the revenue system 



established by Sher Shah was efficient and elastic. For some time following the death of Sher Shah, 
there was complete disorder in the country and much of the valuable work done by him in the field 
of revenue administration was destroyed. 

Akbar, who succeeded Humayun collected complete information about land and reorganized the 
whole land revenue system. He introduced Zabti System in eight provinces of his empire. Under this 
system the cultivable lands were measured with the standard gaz known as Jarib which was an 
improvement over the measurement methods adopted by Sher Shah. 

Though the land revenue was the chief source of state revenue, it resorted to certain other taxes to 
supplement its income. These included toll tax, customs, mints, presents which the king received 
from the Governors and Ministers as well as Jagirdars on important occasions; fines which the state 
levied on the criminals. Another source of income was indemnity from vanquished or defeated ruler. 
This indemnity was paid either once or regularly as a token of subordination to the emperor. 

It will thus be observed that the Revenue administration during medieval times underwent many 
improvements and the revenue of the state continued to grow. It may be noted that the fiscal 
resources of that state at that time were very limited. But as the state did not undertake any welfare 
activities, its expenditure was also very limited. 

Most of the revenue collected by the state was spent on the wars and personal luxuries of the rulers. 
For example, Aurangzeb, who inherited an overflowing treasury from his father, squandered huge 
amounts in his Deccan wars and ultimately left an almost depleted treasury for his successors.  

In 1858, the British government took the charge of sub-continent from East India Company by giving 
the trade monopoly to the company.  

Colonisation in India  

When the industrial revolution started in Europe; England did not have sufficient raw materials for 
their industries, or markets for their finished goods. These countries now started looking for markets 
in Asia and Africa. England succeeded in controlling trade with India and established the East India 
Company in 1600.  

This company was supported by the British government. With its help England, was able to extend 
her territorial frontiers to the Indian subcontinent. The first factory was established at Surat in 1613. 
In 1615, Sir Thomas Roe got permission from the Mughal emperor Jahangir to open more factories 
at Agra, Ahmadabad and Broach. Their most important settlement on the southern coast was Madras 
where they built a fortified factory called Fort St. George. This was the first proprietary holding 
acquired by the company on Indian soil. Gradually the company expanded its trading network. By 
that time the company was well established in India. It had also succeeded in eliminating the other 
rival European powers from India. They also started interfering in the political affairs of the Indian 
rulers. 



The Indian Subcontinent invaded and conquered by the groups of migrants, Persian kings, tribes and 
generals of central Asia, adventurers of Europe and Arab, even by the traders (East Inia Co.) and 
modern state like (British). The root causes of invasion were the fertile lands, massive fresh water 
resources, trade routes, agricultural products, forests and minerals. The focus of mentioned invaders 
was how to occupy the land and especially agricultural land and how to use it for their political 
objectives.  

With the passage of time the purposes and wishes list of the invaders enhanced. It was a common 
practice, tradition or methodology of all invaders; attack, massive massacre, foundation of Kingdom 
and approach their loyalist from remaining people and ‘honor’ them with lands, trade routes and 
other money generating resources. This was to find the local partners and many who are now in 
Pakistan known as feudal comes from this tradition of betrayal of motherland and cooperation with 
the colonialists.  

Early Muslim rulers and Mughals effectively used land to consolidate power. They entitled the people 
with Jagirs, Das hazzari, bees hazzari (pieces of land enough for ten thousands and twenty thousand 
peoples for living needs), lands to the religious institutions (Masques, Madrassas, Tombs and Hindu 
temples) and even religious leaders too. English rulers also blessed the lands to their favorites in 
shape of Jagirs and after the development of canal system, the water availability to these Jagirs, They 
also distributed land among the tribes and nominated the tribe chiefs with the powers of manger 
and judge. To guard their ownership, English rulers made and implemented the friendly rules and 
laws. 

Grabbing of land has been done for centuries in the Indian sub-continent. In this historical 
background, due to the process of land ownership and deportation, the ownership of land has 
become a norm of real honor and respect within the society of Pakistan, especially the grabbed land. 
Everyone wants to own a piece land by hook or crook.              

Pakistan inherited the feudal system and related matters including the lust of grabbing from British 
rule in 1947. 

At the time of independence or the division of subcontinent in 1947, 8 million people approximately 
migrated from India to Pakistan and vice versa. They left behind their properties and took the refuge 
in India and Pakistan. The vacated properties included agricultural land, commercial/urban land 
houses and shops. Ideally these properties have to be the ownership of refugee’s according their 
right or value left but it was not happened due to certain reasons included quit new country, new 
government, large number of refugees, no data available of going people and their remains. Local 
influential easily occupied the vacated properties to provide fake claims and documents, 

The Laws 

After the partition, these are some of the laws the Government made to settle the issue: 

 West Pakistan Protection of Evacuee Properties Act, 1948 



 Pakistan (Protection of Evacuee Properties) Ordinance, 1948 

 The Pakistan (Dealing in Immovable Evacuee Property) Ordinance, 1949 

 The Pakistan Rehabilitation Act, 1956 

 Registration of Claims (Displaced Persons) Act, 1957 

 Pakistan Administration of Evacuee Property Act, 1957 

 Displaced Persons (Comp: & Rehab) Act, 1958 

 SETTLEMENT SCHEME NO.8 

 Displaced persons Sec. 22, 25 Punjab Tenancy Act 1887 section 8,77----/ 

 Displaced Persons (Land Settlement) Act, 1958 

 Permanent Transfer Deed (Houses and Shops) Rules, 1961 

 Evacuee Properties (Management and Disposal) Act, 1975 

 Evacuee Property and Displaced Persons Laws (Repeal) Act, 1975 

 Scheme for (Management and Disposal of Available Urban Properties), 1977 

But these law could not ever implemented effectively and after 70 years millions of people could not 
obtain their rights to land. 

Grabbing of Public Sector’s Land 

It is very common practice in country to occupy the government land either in cities or rural areas. 

Richs, feudal, tribal chiefs’ often grab the provincial, Federal Government land for graveyards, 
Shamlats (welfare Purposes lands) school and hospital’s lands with the help of government officials 
especially the district government’s official “Patwaris”. In case of any eviction, normally the victims 
are poor’s than mafias play the effective role. Grabbed lands normally used for agricultural purposes 
and in case land is near the cities than these lands are sold for housing scheme purposes. 

To control the issue, governments imposed the following laws, which have never been implemented. 

 Abolition Of Jagirs Act, 1952 

 Abolition Of Shishak Act, 1973 

 Abolition Of Shishak Ordinance, 1973 

 Abolition Of The Discretionary Quotas In Housing Schemes Act, 2013 

 Acceding State (Property) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2000 



 Acceding State (Property) (Second Amendment) Ordinance, 1996 

 Acceding State (Property) (Third Amendment) Ordinance, 1996 

 Acceding State (Property) Order, 1961 

 AJ&K Administration Of Evacuee Property Act, 1957 (Case Law) 

 Alienation Of Land (Amendment) Ordinance, 2001 

 Auqaf (Federal Control) Act, 1976 

 Balochistan Land Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 2001 

 Baluchistan (Rehabilitation) Rules, 1951 

 Baluchistan Acquisition Of Land (Housing And Development Schemes In The Rural Areas) Act, 
1974 

 Baluchistan Tenancy Ordinance, 1978 

 Central Government Lands And Buildings (Recovery Of Possession) Ordinance, 1965 (Case 
Law) 

 Colonization Of Governments Lands (Punjab) Act, 1912 

 Consolidation Of Holdings Ordinance, 1960 

 Displaced Persons (Land Settlement) (Amendment) Act, 1974 

 Displayed Persons (Compensation & Rehabilitation) Act, 1958 (Case Law) 

 DISPOSAL OF LAND BY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES (REGULATION) (AMENDMENT) ACT, 
2012 

 Disposal Of Land By Development Authorities (Regulation) (FIRST AMENDMENT) 
ORDINANCE, 2002 

 Disposal Of Land By Development Authorities (REGULATION) (SECOND AMENDMENT) 
ORDINANCE, 2002 

Urbanization, Housing Societies and Land Grabbing 

At a time when the need for more food is growing because of an uncontrolled increase in population 
every year, more and more land is being taken over for housing schemes and other projects. As a 
result, land for agricultural purposes is shrinking with the passage of time, raising concerns for food 
shortage in the future. 



Pakistan is urbanizing at an annual rate of almost three percent – the fastest pace in South Asia. The 
United Nations Population Division estimates that, by 2025, nearly half the country's population will 
live in urban areas. The share of urban population has risen from 17% in 1951 to 37% in 2010 and to 
39.7% in 2017 with annual rate of urban change at 2.77%.  

The chief factor is migration from rural areas.  The reason: urban poverty rate is almost half of the 
rural poverty rate. People are moving from the countryside to urban areas in droves, and for various 
reasons. One is to seek better livelihoods and access to (relatively) better services such as education 
and healthcare. Those migrating for these reasons tend to be poor and to work in professions hit 
hard by climate change - such as farmers and fishermen facing droughts and other water-loss 
problems. 

A second reason for rapid migration in Pakistan is war and conflict. For decades, people have been 
fleeing war-torn rural regions - particularly the Pakistani tribal areas - to seek the relative safety of 
cities such as Peshawar, Quetta, and in recent years Karachi. Many of these migrating people are 
innocent civilians caught in the crossfire and uprooted from their homes. 

Movement or shifting of people from rural to urban has a direct link with the shifting of economy 
from rural to urban. Agriculture sector is the major contributor in Pakistan’s economy. This sector 
accounted for about half of GDP in the years of 1949-50, but with the growth in cities. Agriculture’s 
share has decreased to 27% of GDP for the year 2015-16. Whereas during the same period the share 
of manufacturing sector has increased to 29% from 8% to the GDP while the share of services sector 
has reached from 25% to 55%. Likewise agriculture sector accounts almost 65% to the labour force 
but it declined to 38% in 2016. 

Public land has commonly been illegally regularized and sold," Brussels-based conflict watchdog 
International Crisis Group said in a February report. "It has become the city’s most prized and 
contested commodity, with federal, provincial and local land-owning agencies, military cantonments, 
corporate entities and formal and informal developers competing to extract as much value as 
possible. Given the fiscal stakes, disputes are settled by bribery and political, bureaucratic and police 
patronage, and even deadly force." 

The rise of unregulated and unplanned housing societies and land mafias are causing grave concerns. 
For one, housing society owners free ride on the government’s development projects. The 
government provides the network of roads, bridges, electricity and water but the real beneficiaries 
are the housing society owners who ensure, at times with hefty kickbacks, that a government road 
passes through their land, allowing the land price to touch the ceiling. In case the government tries 
to change the development plan to cut the costs or provide better access to the people, as it has 
happened in recent times, housing society owners pay off a couple of news reporters who in turn 
spawn propaganda against the sitting government. 

The second and most important factor is how small farmers are being cheated into selling their lands, 
often forcefully, to housing society owners. Inside knowledge of government development plans 
allow the developers to start acquiring the land in lucrative areas. The poor farmer or small 



landowner is usually clueless of the larger picture and sells off the land at a menial price. The same 
land in couple of years, through government projects, becomes a highly priced asset. 

Lahore Development Authority (LDA), which is to be considered the sole authority regarding the 
city’s plan, also failed to cope with the issue as conversion of agricultural land into residential, 
commercial and other projects continued under its nose. Besides LDA’s approved societies, many 
illegal residential societies and other localities have been developed on agricultural lands across the 
city. According to one estimate, around one lac acres of agricultural land have been converted to 
residential and other projects. 

Lack of land management has also resulted in leap-frog or piecemeal development and undesirably 
low densities at the cost of prime agricultural land. The conversion of precious agricultural land into 
residential societies has shifted the production of vegetable, milk and related products to smaller 
cities, which has caused a significant increase in prices. 

Particularly, during the 10 years of General (retd) Musharraf’s rule (1999-2009), the greed to earn 
rapidly, led to the boom of unregulated property and housing societies all over Pakistan. 

Bahria (Navy) Town is one such example. Land grab through help of the government was on the card 
when house prices in Pakistan have more than doubled since 2011, according to Zameen.com, a 
listings website. Karachi values have jumped 23 percent since 2016 to a record high, outpacing other 
large cities and the national average of 6.3 percent -- though some of that cooled when the 
government started taxing real estate transactions last year. Some 13 different government agencies 
are tasked with regulating laws and coordinating development, but slums have continued sprung up 
across the city. 

The Bahria Town owned by property mogul Malik Riaz is vast city-sized area, about an hour's drive 
from Karachi. Construction began in 2014 and, when completed, the enclave will boast a 36-hole golf 
course, theme parks, five-lane highways, Dubai-style fountains, and what it says will be the world's 
third-largest mosque. 

Physical GPS surveys by Daily Dawn, using Bahria’s on-site markers as a guide – as well as interviews 
with locals – reveal that at present, BTK sprawls across more than 93 sq kms or 23,300 acres, 
However, the company has purchased only 7,631 acres in Karachi from private parties. The rest of 
the land has been through land grab from poor peasants or public sector land through corruption.  

The 23,000-plus acres ‘acquired’ by BTK were also home to scores of historical sites, including tombs 
similar to the Chawkandi necropolis near Thatta, as well as Buddhist stupas, rock carvings etc. Every 
tomb in the path of construction has been ruthlessly scooped up by bulldozers and cast aside like 
trash. Their centuries-old symbolic markers and motifs have not stayed the juggernaut of 
‘development’ and bottomless greed.  

Pakistan's top anti-corruption agency is investigating allegations that Bahria Town acquired land from 
a local authority illegally. Management of Bahria Town in connivance with relevant public office 
holders and officers/officials of revenue department, district Malir, MDA and the Sindh Building 



Control Authority took illegal possession of thousands of acres of valuable government land situated 
on main Super Highway (M9) in violation of the Colonization of Government Land Act, 1912, the MDA 
Act, 1993 and the Sindh Building Control Ordinance, 1979.” 

Land authorities and Bahria Town (Pvt) Ltd have colluded in violating multiple laws to facilitate a 
massive land grab in Pakistan’s largest city. Juma Morio and Ali Mohammed Gabol are among at least 
45 goths(villages) that fall within the areas of four dehs of former Gadap Town that are now part of 
district Malir, and are being affected one way or another by the construction of BTK. These hamlets 
are home to people who in many cases have lived on these collectively owned spaces since well over 
a century: their graveyards and shrines are testament to their ancient, customary right to the land. 

Malir, which measures 2,557 square kilometers or 631,848 acres, is Karachi’s largest district. Much 
of it comprises agricultural land, nullahs, hills and wildlife sanctuaries, including parts of Kirthar 
National Park. Agriculture, poultry farming and livestock rearing bring in meager earnings that are 
shared amongst goth residents. Most of the villages are undocumented. This is a gap that activists 
have need to fill to resist the rural land grab driven by real estate developers. 

Resistance to Land Grab in Karachi and Perween Rehman 

Since 2006, until her murder in 2013, Perween Rahman, the then Orangi Pilot Project (OPP), director 
and ardent defender of Karachi’s resources and its marginalized millions’ right to basic services, had 
started to painstakingly document the many goths in Karachi, including those in Gadap, with the help 
of OPP staff. Documentation is invaluable, for it is the first step in the process of getting goths 
regularized. 

“Development doesn’t come from concrete!” she would often say. “It comes from human 
development.” Until Ms Rahman’s death, the OPP team had managed to document 
1,131 goths (small villages) in Karachi, out of which 817 were in Gadap alone, where BTK continues 
to expand. Of the Gadap villages, 518 have so far been regularized. Since Ms Rahman’s death 
however, that process has slow down. 

In November 2018, renowned trade union activists, political workers and academicians unanimously 
urged the government to implement the United Nations’ Declaration on Indigenous People by 
providing the local communities of Sindh their fundamental rights. Some of the indigenous 
communities identified in a recently published book included Bheel, Meghwar, Kolhi, Bagri, Jogi, Oad 
as well as the fishermen community. 

Karamat Ali, a renowned social activist, said indigenous people of Sindh had been deprived of their 
rights, Also stated that Sandhi’s had been converted into a minority in their own province owing to 
the after partition migration as well as internal migration from other provinces. He pointed out that 
according to the 1951 census out of eight major cities of Sindh, six had already been converted into 
non-Sindhi majority cities since most of Sindh’s population before the partition comprised Hindus 
who migrated to India. He demanded to make laws to ensure the Sindhi population’s maximum 
participation in the government. 



The indigenous population living in Karachi’s centuries old villages were still deprived of basic civic 
facilities, despite development in other areas of the city. There were no educational or health 
facilities in these villages, all fishermen communities were also living in similar conditions. The reality 
is that the indigenous communities of Sindh are living likes nomads since they had not been given 
any right. 

Protecting the land and resource rights of indigenous peoples will not only provide security for 
historically exploited groups but also help the global fights against climate change and biodiversity 
loss, said speakers in April 2018 at the annual United Nation Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
issues.  “As long as our rights over our lands, territories and resources are not recognized,” they 
added, indigenous people risk falling far short of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.   

Urbanization, CPEC and Social Impact on Sindh 

The controversial China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), will have devastating impacts on the 
Sindhi population. Despite no consultation with any representative figure of Sindh, CPEC will pass 
through major urban and strategic areas of Sindh. In a context where the Sindh region produces the 
majority of Pakistan’s gas, oil and coal, the project will only exacerbate an already present trend of 
exploitation. In response to sharp criticism from not only Sindh but also other marginalized regions 
in Pakistan, such as Balochistan and Gilgit Beltistan, supporters of CPEC claim that the project will 
generate plenty of jobs, However, given that only 20 percent of people working in the gas, oilfields 
and seaports are actually Sindh, it is highly unlikely that these new employment opportunities will 
be allocated to them.  

The social conditions in Sindh are already on alarming level. 75% of Sindhis live in poverty, 71% Sindhi 
families suffer from malnutrition, 2 million eligible school children have not been to school, Literacy 
rate among Sindhi people is less than 40%, and Diseases in Sindh are the highest in Pakistan. 25% of 
the population suffer from one of the following illnesses: hepatitis, tuberculosis, water borne 
diseases and cancer. More than 80% of the people do not have access to safe drinking water. In spite 
of generating electricity in excess of our needs, cities, towns and villages remain drowned in darkness 
on an average of 12-18 hours per day—with the electricity being diverted to Punjab 

With this backdrop, the Sindhi people believe that CPEC will bring further misery and destruction 
rather any real social development.  

Water Grabbing 

Directly or indirectly, water affects all facets of life. Without it, there would be no vegetation on land, 
no oxygen for animals to breathe and the planet would look entirely different than it does today. 
Water is necessary keep people's bodies and the environment healthy and should be valued and 
protected as the precious resource it is.  

Water makes life as we know it possible. Every drop cycles continuously through air, land, and sea, 
to be used by someone (or something) else "downstream." Water covers 70% of Earth's surface, but 



only 3% is fresh, and only a fraction of one percent supports all life on land. Climate change and 
growing populations are increasing the pressure on that reserve. By using water more wisely, we can 
make sure there's enough to share with all living things. 

Global patterns of weather and precipitation are dictated by the movement, quantity and 
temperature of water, both in the ocean and in the atmosphere. As water vapor circulates through 
the atmosphere and into the oceans, it alters the temperature and pressure, resulting in wind and 
currents. As ocean currents move from the equator north and south to the poles, the water cools. 
The distribution in ocean temperature directly affects regional climate patterns. Because plants and 
animals have specific environmental requirements, temperature and rainfall determine that species 
are able to survive in a given location. 

The issue of water availability has become very scary in Pakistan. According to a 2018 report by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), Pakistan ranks third in the world among countries facing acute 
water shortage. Reports by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Pakistan 
Council of Research in Water Resources (PCRWR) also warn the authorities that the South Asian 
country will reach absolute water scarcity by 2025. 

Pakistan has the world's fourth-highest rate of water use. Its water intensity rate — the amount of 
water, in cubic meters, used per unit of GDP — is the world's highest. This suggests that no country's 
economy is more water-intensive than Pakistan's. 

According to the IMF, Pakistan's per capita annual water availability is 1,017 cubic meters 
— perilously close to the scarcity threshold of 1,000 cubic meters. Back in 2009, Pakistan's water 
availability was about 1,500 cubic meters. 

Pakistan is approaching the scarcity threshold for water. Water scarcity in Pakistan has been 
accompanied by rising temperatures. In May 2018, at least 65 people died from heatstroke in the 
southern city of Karachi. In 2015, at least 1,200 people died during a spate of extreme hot 
weather.  Heat waves and droughts in Pakistan are a result of climate change. The monsoon season 
has become erratic in the past few years. The winter season has shrunk from four to two months in 
many parts of the country. At the time of Pakistan's birth in 1947, forests accounted for about 5 
percent of the nation's area, but they have now dropped to only 2 percent.  

Pakistani military ruler Ayub Khan signed a water treaty with India losing most of its river water.  
In 1960, the World Bank brokered the Indus Water Treaty (IWT) that gives Pakistan exclusive rights 
to use the region's western rivers — Indus, Jhelum and Chenaub — while India has the authority over 
three Eastern rivers.  

This treaty has become a bone of contention between the two countries who are accusing each other 
for violating the treaty. Pakistani authorities raised objections to the diversion of Chenab water by 
India by constructing hydropower projects, including the 690MW Ratli Dam, 1,000MW Pikkal Dam, 
1,190MW Karthai Dam and 600MW Kero Dam and said this was a violation of the treaty, the officials 
said. 



Pakistan has also raised objections over design of the Kishanganga Dam that may reduce the required 
water discharges to Pakistan. And it will be a clear violation of the IWT. However the fact remain that 
there is a real shortage of water for many reasons known as manmade disasters. One of the issue is 
building big dams in Pakistan.  

South Asia is the world’s second largest dam building region and the States have brought about 
destruction and disasters for the under-privileged communities. This has degraded the rivers’ 
ecology to the extent that the redressing the balance has become an uphill task. Following the 
footsteps of the same anti-people and environmentally destructive policies, Pakistan has also 
destroyed the life of the River Indus through the construction of dams and barrages and has displaced 
the indigenous people leading to the destruction of Indus Delta the consistent human rights 
violations. 

Despite a massive opposition to building of Kala Bagh dam during the past years, Pakistan’s 
government has launched an ambitious $12.4bn crowdfunding drive to build two major hydroelectric 
dams, a move analysts say is unlikely to succeed and could leave citizens with no recourse to recoup 
donations if the goal isn’t met. 

The drive was initiated launched by populist Chief Justice Saqib Nisar in July 2018. Large multi-
purpose dams tend to overrun cost estimates by an average of 63 percent, according to a study by 
the World Commission on Dams. 

The Chief Justice initiated a donation campaign for the building of this dam. Donations have been 
pouring in, buoyed by the backing of newly elected Prime Minister Imran Khan, who has supported 
the campaign and called on citizens at home and overseas to donate heavily. This is despite the fact 
that the previous Muslim League government was able to add 12,000 megawatts electricity into the 
system without building any big dam. Building big dams has become a craze by mainly Punjab 
dominated politicians and establishment. The dam fund raising has the full backing of the powerful 
military establishment which has directly ruled the country for over 31 years of 71 years after 
independence. 

The dams in question, the 4,500MW Diamer Bhasha hydroelectric project and the 800MW 
Mohmand hydroelectric dam, are both located in northern Pakistan. Construction on the $2.5bn 
Mohmand project has been under way since 2012, funded so far by the Pakistani and French 
governments. Work on Diamer-Bhasha, by far the larger project at a cost of $9.9bn (about four 
percent of Pakistan’s GDP), has yet to begin.  

However dissenting voices against building of dams had emerged from the smaller provinces mainly 
from Sindh. The Sindh Action Committee, which is organising a series of protests against the 
construction of dams on river Indus, took out a rally in Mirpurkhas in November 2018. Rightly so as 
70 percent of Sindh’s economy is dependent on agriculture and a large part of that economy already 
stands destroyed due to water shortage and mismanagement of the provincial government’s 
agriculture policies. Ordinary farmers in Sindh are being made to suffer from the shortage and 



whatever little water is available in the system is being used by the provincial ministers and influential 
rich feudal politicians.  

Sindh’s agriculture has been largely destroyed and the people of this land are suffering from hunger 
and thousands of families from rural Sindh have been migrating to urban areas to find menial jobs 
for their survival as the agricultural economy continuously faced a downfall.  It is like a human 
disaster is in the making as in 2018, drought affected eight districts of Sindh. 

During the military dictatorship of General Musharaf (1999-2009) all efforts to build a controversial 
big Kala Bagh Dam was foiled by the mass movement across three of the four province against the 
building of the dam.  

The present government of Pakistan Tehreek Insaaf has started once again a campaign to build this 
dam and Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) has been asked to prepare a new report 
on building this dam. The civil society activists says that Sindh is already suffering due to the upstream 
diversion of river Indus waters, and also because of the construction of dams and barrage on River 
Indus, the Indus delta that was once fifth largest delta in the world, has now destroyed completely 
due to the reducing flows in the River Indus.  

Due to the reduction in river waters, seam had already started eroding millions of acres of land along 
the Sindh coast and in this situation, launching a campaign in favor such project, would cause anger 
among the Sindhi speaking people.  

Bottle Companies Grab of Ground Water  

The Chief Justice of Pakistan has taken a suo motu notice of the grab of ground water without paying 
a penny to the government. It was told to the court that bottled water companies in the country 
were extracting seven billion liters of groundwater per month to sell it as mineral water for public 
consumption.  

The discussion in December 2018 during the court proceedings indicate that the water companies 
do not even want to pay one Rupee for a liter of water that they are selling at Rupees 55 to the 
public. Such is the rate of the profit of these companies including the multinational Nestle. The 
auditor general’s report found that the cost of a 1.5 litre water bottle, including packaging, comes to 
Rupees 8.79. The companies call this deep ground water as mineral water. The Supreme Court 
ordered that that you can’t bottle ground water and call it mineral water. 

According to the report, 82 such units are operating in Karachi, 16 in Sukkur, 15 in Hyderabad, 12 in 
Islamabad and eight in Lahore. 

A report on the quality of bottled water submitted in court said that each company uses 90 million 
liters of water a day. There is no certified method to assess the quality of water, apart from one local 
company. The report ─ which found that groundwater contains fluoride and arsenic ─ also highlighted 
that none of the other companies are aware of what is in the water that they extract from the ground. 



The issue of water grab is deeply linked to environmental issues. Almost all the industrial units 
operating in the largest province of the country—Punjab, are violating the Punjab Environmental 
Quality Standards (PEQS) by disposing of untreated wastewater in drains flowing nearby them owned 
by the government. Thus grabbing and destroying the agriculture land by throwing out untreated 
water. Punjab is currently facing numerous environmental issues including rising level of air pollution, 
land pollution and water pollution. The disposal of untreated wastewater by industries goes 
unnoticed by the authorities, this is because of the influence of the owners on the government who 
are themselves politician and industrialists.  

In one Punjab’s Sheikhupra district, there are around 900 small and large industrial units operating. 
However, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) completed tests reports of 50 units which include 
multinational groups like Nestle Pakistan Ltd, ICI Pakistan Ltd and other paper mills. The report 
revealed that all the 50 industrial units were found violating the section 11 of Punjab Environmental 
Protection Act 1997. 

In a laboratory report, the hazardous pollutants in wastewater of world’s renowned multinational 
company Nestle were found exceeding than the Punjab environmental quality standards (PEQS). 

Peasant Struggles 

One of the most daring examples of peasant resistance has come from the tenants of the Okara 
Military Farms. They have constantly fought for their land rights over 18 years. However the 
repression of these tenants has also continued. Most of the leaders of Anjuman Mazarin Punjab 
(AMP) have been in jail since 2015. The main AMP leader, Mehar Abdul Sattar, is now locked up at 
the Pakistani “Guantánamo Bay detention center,” the High Security Jail at Sahiwal, which is meant 
for convicted religious terrorists. 

The AMP, a component of Pakistan Kissan Rabita Committee, has been advocating land rights 
specifically at the Okara Military Farms. The tenants and their ancestors have been working on these 
lands – which comprise 68,000 acres -- for the last 100 years. Successive civilian governments have 
promised them land rights but have been unable to fulfill these promises due to the pressure of the 
military. 

The AMP was formed in 2000, when General Musharraf’s dictatorship tried to change the status of 
the tenants into lessee. This was a tactic to remove them from the land over the long term. At that 
moment the tenants revolted and refused to pay the share of the crop that they were accustomed 
to pay. They told authorities that they had paid enough and would pay no more. 

Since that time severe state repression has been unleashed. Eleven tenants have been killed in 
various incidents and hundreds arrested under anti-terrorist laws. Women are in the forefront of the 
movement and have also been subjected to arrests and physical beating by the police and rangers. 

The task of ending feudalism and attaining rights of the poor peasants can be accomplished through 
a class struggle of the workers and the peasants under the leadership of the proletariat vanguard. 



Such a struggle by overthrowing this system through a socialist revolution can ensure the basic rights 
and collective ownership of the land, means of production and a democratic control of the state and 
society by the toiling masses. 

Recommendations 

The report concludes that Pakistan is suffering from a major land and natural resource grab. This is 
being done in collusion with the Pakistani state to allow local and international economic elites to 
reap profits. The result is that small farmers, landless workers and indigenous populations have lost 
out in the process of development.  

The report proposes the following set of measures to curb the ongoing land and resource grab:   

- Laws and policies to protect small farmers 

- Laws and policies to protect natural ecosystems 

- Law and policies to protect natural forests 

- Amendments to the land acquisition act to protect small landholders and leaseholders 

- Accepting land and resource sovereignty as fundamental rights 

- Taking legal action against land grabbers 

- Developing farmers and workers organizations 

Such measures can act as buffers between land and resource grabbers – and those they grab the 
land from by hook or crook. However, it is essential to recognize that the problem lies in the model 
of economic and political governance that has been in practice in Pakistan. Without addressing these 
larger structural questions, the land and natural resource grab in the country is likely to continue.  
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