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Observations and Reflections

Several key lessons were learned throughout the World Social Forum (WSF) 2024, offering valuable insights
for future iterations of the event. One notable area forimprovement was the need for inclusiveness in event
planning and execution. Despite efforts to promote diversity and representation, there were instances
where marginalised voices were not adequately incorporated into discussions and decision-making
processes. Moving forward, organisers could implement proactive measures to ensure greater inclusion
of underrepresented groups to foster more equitable and comprehensive dialogue. Additionally, the WSF
2024 highlighted the importance of collaboration and interaction among participating organisations and
people’s movements. While the forum served as a platform for diverse groups to converge and exchange
ideas, there were missed opportunities for deeper collaboration and collective action. Strengthening
networks and facilitating structured mechanisms for collaboration can amplify the impact of social
movements and initiatives, promoting greater solidarity and effectiveness in addressing shared challenges.

Furthermore, the WSF 2024 emphasised the significance of accessibility and user-friendliness in event
coordination and communication. Some participants encountered difficulties navigating event venues,
accessing relevant information, or engaging in sessions due to logistical challenges or technological
barriers. Enhancing accessibility features, providing clear communication channels, and leveraging user-
friendly technology tools can enhance the overall participant experience and ensure that all attendees can
fully engage with the forum's proceedings.

Lastly, continuous reflection and adaptation in response to evolving needs and dynamics should be at
the forefront of an event like WSF. As a dynamic and evolving platform, the WSF must remain responsive
to emerging issues, changing contexts, and feedback from participants and stakeholders. Incorporating
mechanisms for ongoing evaluation, feedback collection, and iterative improvement can enable the WSF
to evolve.

In conclusion, the WSF 2024 offered valuable lessons on the importance of inclusivity, collaboration,
accessibility, and adaptability in shaping the future trajectory of the forum.
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Future Directions and Sustainability

Looking ahead to the future of the Forum based on the discussions and insights gathered during WSF
2024, several key recommendations emerge. First, there is a clear call for enhanced technological inte-
gration to streamline event coordination and communication. Developing a comprehensive mobile ap-
plication that can provide real-time updates, interactive features, and user-friendly interfaces, facilitating
seamless navigation and engagement for participants will define its success and accessibility. Moreover,
efforts to ensure inclusive participation and representation are paramount. Prioritising diverse represen-
tation from marginalised communities, including women, youth, persons with disabilities, and indigenous
peoples through targeted outreach and inclusive decision-making processes is crucial.

Furthermore, fostering stronger collaborative networks among participating organisations and civil soci-
ety actors is essential. This can be achieved through robust mechanisms for knowledge-sharing, resource
mobilisation, and collective action to address global challenges such as climate change and inequality.
Implementing sustainable event management practices, such as reducing environmental impact and pro-
moting eco-friendly alternatives, is also imperative. Embracing sustainability principles in venue selection,
transportation options, and resource utilisation aligns the WSF with broader sustainability goals.

Additionally, investing in capacity-building initiatives and empowerment programs for grassroots activists
and young change makers is key. Providing training, mentorship, and resources can enhance their advoca-
cy skills and leadership potential, enabling them to drive positive social change within their communities.
Continuous evaluation and adaptation are crucial for the WSF's evolution. Establishing mechanisms for
ongoing feedback collection allows for the assessment of impact, relevance, and effectiveness, informing
strategic decision-making and driving continuous innovation.

Finally, ensuring long-term financial sustainability is essential. Developing diversified funding strategies
and revenue streams, including innovative financing mechanisms and strategic partnerships, can mitigate
reliance on external donors and sponsors.
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Echoes of the Event

lan Vidal (ATTAC France, France) - Very happy to be here in Nepal, the people are welcoming. The WSF 2024
is a first step towards reviving the WSF’s legacy. After COVID-19 we had difficulties, and it was not possible
to have the forum in its full capacity for some years. Now this forum in Nepal is the right step for the WSF to
grow and highlight the struggles of people from Asia and the world.

Patricia Pol (ATTAC France, France) - For me, the 2024 edition has been a great success, and we hope to
continue such successes in future editions.

Carminda Mac Lorin (Katalizo, Canada) - The main takeaway for me is the strength of social movements in
the region. | have had the opportunity to meet so many people from Nepal, from Asia, and what | can see is
that the women are strong, young people are strong, and they are taking their places in the global move-
ments. It is very inspiring and when | go back to Quebec, | will remember their bravery and the strength
meeting people here has given me.

Cheima Ben Hmida (ATTAC France, Tunisia) - There is a backlash against democracy in my country, there is
huge repression with many political prisoners, and journalists and activists are being jailed for their opin-
ions. | want to ask my countrymen in Tunisia to stand together with these prisoners, with people fighting
for their rights, and for freedom of speech. | also want them to be aware of the plight of migrants in Tunisia,
and to fight the discrimination against black people in Tunisia.

Sandeep Chachra (Action Aid India, India) - For me, this is the revitalisation of the world's social processes.
It is a very powerful feeling to be here among thousands of people in the solidarity march, holding hands
and walking together in the hope of a better world. | take great inspiration from the diversity around me,
and from the various groups from Nepal and worldwide who are present here.

Nalini (Sri Lankan Activist) - WSF 2024 gave me great spirit, hope, and energy. To see how movements from
around the world are connected and united in their fight against injustices and discrimination is thorough-
ly encouraging and inspiring.

Eelam Tamils (Solidarity Centre, India) - We have come here to represent Sri Lankan Tamils and stand in
solidarity with the Palestinians. The WSF is an important platform to share our demands and experiences
with the world and | am very happy to be here at the WSF 2024 in Nepal. Furthermore, we have shared our
statement to the Square of Statements, and this means our work will be preserved in the annals of the WSF.

Mahendra Yadav (Indian Activist) - The WSF is an invaluable opportunity for ground-level movements to
exchange ideas and knowledge. Being here in Nepal has been a wonderful experience as we meet activists
with similar interests from all over the world.

Faribel Fernandez (PUSAT Komas, Malaysia) - | was surprised by the number of NGOs in Nepal, as Malaysia’s
population is bigger, but we have fewer organisations there. | hope we can work together for human rights
and dignity; | look forward to more cooperation in the region between bodies from different countries, we
must support each other and work together for a better world.

Mustafa Talpur (Oxfam in Asia, Pakistan) - | am very pleased with the arrangements here in Nepal, and it is
good to see the active participation of civil society. This WSF has restored and revitalised the spirit of the
WSF, giving us new hope and a way forward. We will all work together to continue the WSF legacy in the
future.

WSF 2024 Nepal Report 37



Yousef Habash (Palestinian Social Forum, Palestine) - We appreciate the solidarity we have received here
from Nepali and International organisations, the solidarity for Palestine, and the struggle of the Palestinian
people. We will carry this solidarity to Palestine and to all the people worldwide who believe in human
rights, in resistance to injustices, and take this message from Nepal to the world.

Gershom Kaboso (Zambia Social Forum, Zambia) - What | liked here is the mass mobilisation of people
from all over the world, and the diversity of participants. | have been to many WSFs, and this edition has
the largest number of participants, especially in terms of women and youth organisations. Nepal has been
an ideal host and has a conducive environment for civil society mobilisation and activities. | will take this
feeling of solidarity and hope back to my home nation, and work towards a better world and similar suc-
cesses at the coming WSFs.

Boonthaan Verawongse (Campaign Committee for Human Rights, Thailand) - | have been impressed by
the arrangements by the Nepal Organising Committee, as | have been going to WSFs since 2002 | know
the challenges and obstacles of hosting a WSF and the Nepali organisers have done a stellar job. | am glad
to see that we have thematic spaces and activities for such a wide range of topics, from global issues to
regional problems. Now we have a responsibility to continue this work in the spirit of the WSF, with better
cooperation and information we must fight discrimination and unjust practices with the motto of the WSF
“Another World is Possible”
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Way Forward: Nepal to Benin

As the World Social Forum in Kathmandu transitions to the next gathering in Benin, it isimperative to craft a
comprehensive strategy for moving forward. This involves building upon the momentum generated at the
forum and fostering deeper integration between the World Social Forum (WSF), the United Nations (UN),
and other international agencies. By strengthening collaboration and dialogue between these agencies,
we can harness collective expertise, resources, and networks to address global challenges and to advance
shared goals.

Firstly, integrating the WSF with the UN and other agencies entails engaging with the UN and other agencies
and bodies to amplify the voices of grassroots movements and civil society organisations represented at
the WSF 2024 Nepal. This can involve facilitating participation in relevant UN processes, conferences, and
forums, as well as exploring opportunities for joint initiatives and campaigns. By bridging the gap between
the World Social Forum and the UN, we can ensure that the perspectives and priorities of marginalised
communities are elevated on the global stage.

Secondly, scaling up the outcomes of the WSF with the support of these agencies and specialised bodies
is essential for maximising impact. This involves identifying synergies between the outcomes of the World
Social Forum and existing UN frameworks, agendas, and initiatives, such as the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), the Paris Agreement, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Mobilising support from
UN agencies, member states, and other stakeholders to implement and mainstream the recommendations
and best practices emerging from the WSF is crucial for driving systemic change at national, regional, and
global levels.

Acknowledging the contributions of various UN agencies, including UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP, and WHO,
among others, is essential for fostering inclusive collaboration. Each of these agencies brings unique
expertise and mandates to the table, which can enrich the dialogue and inform collaborative efforts. By
recognising and involving these agencies in the ongoing dialogue and collaboration, we can harness their
diverse perspectives and resources to address complex challenges more effectively.

Additionally, launching a UN system campaign in solidarity with the WSF's principles, alongside national
government support, can further amplify our collective impact. This campaign could involve high-level
events, policy dialogues, and advocacy efforts aimed at raising awareness, mobilising support, and
galvanising action. By rallying support from the UN system and national governments, we can demonstrate
a united front in advancing the goals of social justice, environmental sustainability, and equitable
development.

In conclusion, by integrating the WSF with the UN, scaling up its outcomes with the support of UN agencies,
acknowledging their contributions, and launching collaborative campaigns with national governments,
we can pave the way for a more inclusive, just, and sustainable future. As we journey from Kathmandu to
Benin, let us seize this opportunity to amplify our collective voices and actions for positive change on a
global scale.
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